
to “Fungus Among Us”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, September-October 2022, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!
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“Fungus Among Us”  Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, September-October 2022, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

	1.True or false:  All mushrooms have caps and stems?

2. Mushrooms are a member of the ________________ family.

3.The main part of a mushroom is made up of
a. yeast
b. hyphae
c. spores
d. enzymes
e. lignin

4. How long does a mushroom last once it emerges?

5. Why shouldn’t you eat a mushroom?

6. True or false: A good time to look for mushrooms is after it
rains.

7.Which of these can help you identify a mushroom?
1.	The shape of the cap
2.	Whether it has a stem
3.	The kinds of plants growing around it
4.	Whether it has gills or pores
5.	Whether it’s growing by itself or in a cluster
6.	All of the above
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Popping up on the side of a hiking trail, nestled into a 
cubby at the base of a tree, sprinkled across a lawn after 
a rainy day—Minnesota mushrooms are everywhere! 

Whether you’re hiking in a wilderness forest or playing in your 
own neighborhood, there’s likely a mushroom not far away. 

Some mushrooms have the familiar “toadstool” shape with 
a stem and a cap. Others can look like a blob of bright jelly, a 
sponge, a big white ball, or a shelf sticking out from a tree. Mush-
rooms come in an amazing variety of sizes, shapes, and colors.

Mushrooms are not plants. They’re not animals. So what 
are they? Let’s find out!
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Mushrooms are all around. Learn to spot and identify 

these amazing organisms.

By Mary Hoff 

A clump of honey mushrooms (Armillaria mellea) grows on a tree.
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8.What time of year is good for finding morels?

9. Match the mushroom to the trait:
Hen of the woods glows in the dark
Oyster mushroom has bumps on its cap
Jack-o-lantern shaped like a pear 
Yellow morel 		 kills and eats tiny worms 
Common puffball can grow 2 feet in diameter 
Fly agaric Minnesota’s state mushroom

10. True or false: a bird’s nest fungus has eggs instead of spores?

11. What time of year would you be most likely to find a golden
chanterelle?
a. spring
b. summer
c. fall
d. winter
e. a and b
f. b and c
g all of the above

12. Where in Minnesota would you be most likely to find a jack-
o-lantern mushroom?

Challenge Question: Look at the scientific names of the various mushrooms 
described. Are any similar to words that are familiar to you? What clues might that 
provide to what they are like? List as many such connections as you can. 



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. How do spores move from place to place? 

2. A symbiosis is a close relationship among two different living 
things. When a mushroom and a tree form a symbiosis, how does 
each benefit? 

3. Which of these is NOT a shelf fungus? 
Hen of the woods
Chicken of the woods
Turkey tail
Oyster mushroom

4. How are the “eggs” of a bird’s nest fungus like the pores of a 
chicken of the woods mushroom? 

5. Which mushroom looks like a storybook toadstool?

Vocabulary 
deciduous – a tree that sheds its leaves in the fall
enzymes – molecules that help chemical reactions happen
extract – remove 
indispensable – impossible to get by without
parasitic – taking resources from another
thrive – grow bigger and/or healthier
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