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Study Questions
to “These dogs are Wild”

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2021, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—
Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback? How about a pink heelsplitter, pimpleback, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders,
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.
Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fy?
Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.
Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fshing, or canoeing.
Find these stories and more online on the Young Naturalists page.
(mndnr.gov/young_naturalists)
Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

“These dogs are Wild” Study Questions
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2021, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

1. How many species of wild dogs are there in the world?
2.What are two senses that are especially well-developed in dogs?
3. Where are scent glands located in a dog?
a. Inside its long snout
b. Under its tail
c. In its poop
d. In its wet nose

4. Which wild canid is most similar to domestic dogs?
a. gray wolf
b. coyote
c. red fox
d. gray fox

5. How do gray wolves protect their territory?
a. By peeing and pooping
b. With guard hairs
c. By howling
d. By squeaking
e. a & c
f. a & b

6. True or false: Wolves can go months without eating.
7. Name three adaptations that help gray wolves thrive in
Minnesota’s cold and snowy winter.
8. What are three ways coyotes and wolves are different?.
9. True or false: Coyotes have one distinct call.
10. Put the following steps in raising young from frst to last:
The parents start feeding the pups solid food.

Te mother gives birth to the pups.
Te parents start to teach the pups to hunt.

11. Match the species to the trait:
Gray wolf
Coyote
Red fox
Gray fox

Can climb trees
Come in a variety of colors
Has the best sense of hearing of any wild dog
Minnesota’s largest canid

12. Name three animals that eat canids.
Challenge:Approximately what percent of the 36 Canidae species
live in Minnesota?
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items
1. Name four traits that help dogs be good predators.
2. What are three ways coyotes and wolves are similar?
3.Name Minnesota’s four wild canids in order of adult size, from
smallest to biggest.
4. Which Minnesota canids howl?
a. wolves
b. wolves and foxes
c. wolves and coyotes
d. all four species

Vocabulary
Aggression – behavior aimed at dominating or harming another
Companionship – friendship
Descended from – had as ancestors
Domestic – tame
Elaborate – complex
Omnivore – an animal that eats both plants and animals
When animals show aggression, they show
Behavior aimed at dominating or harming another is known as
Another word for companionship is
Another word for friendship is
When an animal descends from other animals, it
When an animal has other animals as its ancestors, it
Domestic animals are
Tame animals are
An elaborate object is one that is
A complex object is
Omnivores eat
Animals that eat both plants and animals are called
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