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Study Questions
to “All Together Now!”

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2021, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—
Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback? How about a pink heelsplitter, pimpleback, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders,
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.
Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fy?
Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.
Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fshing, or canoeing.
Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.
Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

“All Together Now!” Study Questions
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Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfction story in Minnesota
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2021, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

by Christine Petersen

Now!

American white pelicans fy, feed, and nest together.

RICHARD HAMILTON SMITH

▼

Young
naturalists

I

52

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer

didn’t expect to see pelicans
at the summer festival in my
Twin Cities neighborhood,
but here they are. Around me,
hundreds of people are focused
on the live music, food, and crafs.
No one else seems to notice the
huge birds passing overhead.
Te fock glides silently over the
street, barely higher than the rooftops and trees. Teir snowy feathers gleam in the late-afernoon
sunshine. Tis plumage gives the
species its name: American white
pelican. With heads hunched back
against their shoulders and short
legs tucked beneath their tails, the
birds look sleek and sturdy.

Now I understand why pelican
focks are called squadrons. Like
fghter planes ready for battle, they
form a tidy line with each bird
evenly spaced from its neighbors.
Te leader faps once, almost lazily. Ten, holding its broad wings
fat, it gently tips to one side. Down
the line, the birds copy this motion and the squadron angles away
from this noisy scene.
My curiosity soars along with
the pelicans. What are such big
animals doing in the middle of a
city? Where did they come from,
and where are they going? And
most important: Where can I see
more of them?
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1. Why is this story called “All Together Now”?
2. Why are focks of pelicans called squadrons?
a. because the birds are lined up like fghter planes
b. because they fy over cities
c. because the birds are very large
d. because the birds have white plumage

3. What happens when a fying pelican tips sideways?
4. True or false: A duck has a separate nose and mouth?
5. Which of the pelicans in the photos on pages 54 and 55 are ready
to mate? How can you tell?
6. Name three things that make a pelican’s bill unique.
7. What are three ways a pelican uses its bill?
8. The “neighborhood” in which pelicans nest is called a
_______________________.

9. True or false: Pelicans nest in trees.

10. Why do pelicans cover their eggs with their feet?
11. Put these events in the life of a pelican chick in order from
frst to last:
Te chick learns to swim.
Te chick learns to fy.
Te chick grows a downy covering.
Te chick grows feathers.

12. Match the event with the month.
Months
April
May
October

Events
pelicans lay eggs
pelicans fy south
chicks hatch

Challenge Question: A pelican’s bill can hold up to three gallons of water. How

many of your school lunch milk cartons would it take to fll it up?

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items
1. What does the writer mean by “snowy feathers”?
a. Te birds’ feathers were fufy.
b. Te birds’ feathers were cold.
c. Te birds’ feathers were covered with snow.
d. Te birds’ feathers were white.

2. The story describes how a pelican’s bill is “wonderfully
different” from the bills of other birds. Name three ways a
pelican’s bill is the same as those of other birds.
3.Why would the Department of Natural Resources want to know
how many pelicans there are in Minnesota?
4. During what month do pelican chicks usually hatch?
5. How much food does a pelican eat in a week?
6. Why do you think pelicans choose islands for their nesting
sites?

Vocabulary
aerial – in the air
broadsword – a sharp weapon with a pointed tip
census – survey
colony – group
habitat – the setting in which an organism lives
immature – not grown up
migrate – move from one place to another
colony – group
An aerial adventure is an adventure that
An adventure that is in or relating to the air is
A person armed with a broadsword is carrying
A heavy weapon with a wide blade is called a
When we census a bird population, we conduct a
When we survey a bird population, we conduct a
A colony is a
A group of birds living together is called a
Te setting in which an organism lives is called its
Habitat is
An animal that is immature is
When you are not grown up, you are
When birds move from one place to another they
To migrate is to
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