
to “Critter Crossings”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2022, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!
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Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“Critter Crossings”  Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2022, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1.  The article names four kinds of animals that die while crossing 
roads. What are they, and what traits do they have in common that 
might make them more likely than other animals to meet this fate? 

2. The authors works for the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation. What is his job?  
a. Highway engineer
b. Wildlife ecologist
c. Deal animal removal specialist
d. Road ecologist

3.  How big are culverts? 

4.  What are three things we can do to make culverts better 
wildlife “roads” beneath the road? 

5.  What is a passage bench?
a.  A place for animals to rest as they walk under a road
b.  Space for animals to walk on under a bridge
c.  A place for wildlife ecologists to sit while watching wildlife pass by
d.  A structure animals can use to float under a bridge.
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Have you ever seen a dead animal 
on or next to a road? The animal 
was probably struck and killed by a 
vehicle. Unfortunately, this happens 
often all around Minnesota. Deer, 
raccoons, squirrels, and turtles are 
among the many types of animals 
that sometimes end up as roadkill.

Roads can also be a threat to wild 
animals in other, less obvious, ways. 
Some animals may avoid crossing 
roads altogether, and while this may 
keep them from becoming roadkill, 
it also means they are unable to get 
where they need to go. The road 
becomes a barrier and cuts them 
off from habitat—the places where 
they live and feed and roam.

Fortunately, there are people 
working on solutions to help wildlife 
get across roadways safely. The Min-
nesota Department of Transporta-
tion, which is in charge of many 
roads and highways in the state, is 
working to better understand how 
animals are affected by roads and to 
develop creative solutions to reduce 
their risk. As a wildlife ecologist who 
works for the department, I help 
find ways to keep animals safe with 
new types of animal crossings and 
other road features.

Let’s look at some of the projects 
that have been done in Minnesota 
to create more animal-friendly 
roadways.
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Illustrations by Michael Iver Jacobsen

These new projects help Minnesota animals 
cross roads more safely. 

By Christopher E. Smith

CritterCritterCrossingsCrossings
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6. Why is riprap a problem for small animals like ducklings and 
frogs?

7. How many passage benches are there in Minnesota?  

8. True or false: The purpose of the fences the article describes 
is to prevent animals from crossing a road.

9. True or false: A fence that prevents animals from crossing the 
road is better than no fence at all.

10. Which of these does the article tell us are helping to make 
Minnesota’s roads safer for wildlife?
a.  Minnesota Department of Transportation
b.  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
c.  Minnesota Department of Agriculture
d.  U.S Fish and Wildlife Service
e.  Minnesota Zoo
f.  a and b
g.  All of the above

11. The article names seven kinds animals known to use critter 
crossings. Put on your reading detective hat and see if you can 
find all of them. 

Challenge Question:  If a turtle fence reduced roadkill 63 percent and researchers 
found eight dead turtles in May of the year before it was built, how many would they 
expect see in May of the year after it was built? 



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. What was the original purpose of the culverts? 

2. How do researchers learn what kinds of animals use a culvert 
to cross under a road? 

3. True or false: More animals use passage benches than expected. 
True. 

4.  Name three ways people benefit from wildlife tunnels.  

5.  Special structures make roadways safer for people to cross 
them, too. Can you name any of these? 

Vocabulary
aggregate – crushed rocks, gravel, and sand
barrier – something that blocks something else
effective – working well
roam – wander 
sturdy – strong
tailored – designed or made specifically for
vehicle – an object like a car or truck used to move people or things from one place to 
another
riprap – large rocks or concrete pieces used to stabilize land
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