
to “A tree for all Seasons”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2022, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!
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Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“A tree for all seasons”  Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2022, mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. Minnesota has more aspen trees than:
a. New Jersey, New Hampshire, and Vermont, combined
b. any other state
c. All of the other 52 native tree species put together
d. Canada

2. True or false: There are more aspen trees than oak trees in 
Minnesota.

3. Which of Minnesota’s two aspen species have the following 
traits? Label them “Q” for quaking aspen, “B” for bigtooth aspen, 
or “BQ” for both? 
_____ Smooth bark that becomes rough as the tree grows old 
_____ Triangle-shaped leaves 
_____ Oval-shaped leaves
_____ Wide teeth on the leaf edges
_____ Dark scars on branches where branches used to be

4. In which of these places would an aspen be most likely to grow?  
a. in the middle of a pine forest
b. in the middle of a woodland
c. in the middle of a cornfield
d. at the edge of a forest
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Minnesota’s most common tree species, aspen, is good 
for wildlife and people.

There’s nothing I like more than a long 
walk. And wherever I hike in Min-
nesota, I find trees: tall trees and tiny 
ones, some with branches spreading 
into a wide, rounded crown and oth-
ers reaching tall and slender toward 
the sky.

Minnesotans are lucky—we live 
in a tree-full place. Forests here cov-
er more area than the states of New 
Jersey, New Hampshire, and Ver-
mont combined. And in those for-
ests are 53 native species—trees that 
naturally grow in this part of North 
America, rather than being brought 
here from other regions.

This past year, while exploring parks 
and open spaces around the state, I be-

gan to wonder: What’s the most com-
mon kind of tree in Minnesota? 

Before researching the answer, I 
asked my friends, family, and co-
workers their thoughts. Interest-
ingly, there were many different an-
swers. Some people guessed maple, 
ash, or pine. Others suggested oak 
or elm. Everyone was surprised 
when I revealed the winner: aspen.

Minnesota has more aspen trees 
than any other state. They grow in 
almost every Minnesota county—
and across much of the United States 
and Canada. What makes aspen so 
successful, and why are they such an 
important part of Minnesota’s natu-
ral environment? Let’s find out!
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A Tree for All
Seasons

by Christine Petersen

A stand of aspen grows alongside a road in Lake County in northern Minnesota.CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
W

EL
BY

 S
M

IT
H

, D
N

R

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


5.  What is a pioneer species? 
____________________________________________________________________

6. Name two ways fires benefit aspen?
____________________________________________________________________

7. Which is correct?
a. pollen + seed = egg
b. egg + pollen = seed
c. egg + seed = pollen

8. A single aspen tree can produce more than _________ seeds.
a. 100
b. 1,000
C.100,000
d. 1,000,000
e. 1,000,000,000

9. Which parts of an aspen does the article say that grouse eat? 
Circle all that apply?
a. a. twigs
b. leaves
c. buds
d. catkins
e. stem

10. What does the writer mean when she calls elk a “lost species”? 
Mark an “X” next to all that apply.
___ They hide, so it is hard to find them.
___ They are uncommon because the places they lived were cleared for farming.
___ They have a hard time finding their way around in a thick aspen forest.
___ They are uncommon because too many were hunted.

11. What makes it possible for aspen to photosynthesize in winter? 

Challenge Question: Why might it be beneficial to an aspen to wobble its leaves 
wobble in the breeze?



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. The title of this story is “A Tree for All Seasons.” Based on what 
you learned, why is this a good name for the aspen? ____________
____________________________________________________________________
___________________

2. Name three ways in which quaking aspen and big-toothed aspen 
are similar, and three ways in which they are different. _______
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3.  How can you tell the difference between aspen bark and birch 
bark?  _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

4.  What does the author mean when she writes, “change creates 
opportunities”?  
 ____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. Which of these is not a use for aspen described in the article?  
Material for boxes, furniture, and houses
Paper
Fuel pellets
Fences for elk
Medicine
Food for pine martens, bobcats, and hawks
Food for deer, moose, and rodents

Vocabulary
Catkin – soft, dangling tree flower
Hooved – having hooves 
Lodge – an indoor place to gather or live 
Predator – an animal that eats other animals
Rodent – a kind of mammal that gnaws its food and has teeth that continually grow
Thicket – a space filled with trees or shrubs
Tribal – of or related to tribes


