
to “There’s no place Like Nest”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2023, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“There’s no place like nest” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May-June 2023, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. True or false: All birds build their nests in trees.

2. Name three things a bird’s nest protects its young from.

    
3. Which of these do birds NOT use as materials for constructing 
their nest?
a. spiderwebs
b. twigs
c. branches
d. spit
e. mud
f. all of the above
g. none of the above

4. What do hormones have to do with nest building?

5. True or false: Eagles glue sticks together to form the base of 
their nest.

6. Name four materials that birds use to create a soft space for 
their young. 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


7. How does pretending to have a broken wing help a killdeer 
protect its young?

8. Who builds the nest? Match the species to information 
gathered from the article regarding which parent builds the 
nest?
Common Loon     Female only
Baltimore Oriole
Barn Swallow
Ovenbird     Male only
Hummingbird
Red-necked Grebe
Wood Duck     Both
Killdeer
Bald Eagle

9. How many eggs does a killdeer lay in its nest?

10. What is the most common type of bird nest?

11. Which of these is not listed as a material used in a barn 
swallow nest?
a. mud
b. saliva
c. feathers
d. plant material

12. Which is bigger, an eagle’s nest or a red-necked grebe’s nest?

Challenge Question: 
Choose one bird/nest combination featured in the story. Compare and contrast how it 
makes its nest with how people build homes. Try to come up with at least three similarities 
and three differences.



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. What is the main function of a bird nest?
a. to protect baby birds
b. to provide adult birds a place to go at the end of the day
c. to protect adult birds from rain and cold
d. a and c
e all of the above

2. True or false? Nest-building is guided by instinct.

3. Why do different birds use different materials to build their 
nests?

4. True or false: All bird eggs are about the size of chicken eggs. 

5. What is Minnesota’s state bird?

Vocabulary  
cavity – hole 
deciduous – a tree that loses its leaves 
extraordinaire – super fancy
incubate – keep warm 
mottled – blotchy 
peninsula – a portion of land that juts out into a body of water 
resin – sticky material that plants produce
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