
to “Super Senses”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!
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“Super Senses” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. Which animal from the story hears with its legs? 

2. Which animal from the story tastes with its legs?
  
3. Why is the skin inside an animal’s nose important for smelling? 

4. Nostrils are to a vulture as _______are to burying beetle?

5. Name three ways a gray wolf uses its smelling super sense?

6. How does 3-D vision benefit a zebra spider?
a) it allows it to see dead things far away
b) it helps it see in the dark
c) it helps it build its web
d) it helps it pounce just the right distance to capture prey

7. How many eyes does a zebra spider have?
a) 2
b) 3
c) 6
d) 8

8. How does polarized light help a pavement ant find its way home? 
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Super
Senses 

Some animals have astounding 

abilities when it comes 

to seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, 

or feeling the world around them. 

By Mary Hof 

44 Minnesota Conservation Volunteer 

Imagine being able to spot a rabbit 2 miles away or to catch the scent of a 
pizza from a distance 10 times that. How about having the power to hear 
with your legs or feel the electricity a fower gives of? 

Many animals can use sight, smell, hearing, touch, and taste in a way that 
far exceeds our own. Tey use these “super senses” to locate food, fnd their 
way around, communicate with each other, and more. Let’s explore some of 
these amazing abilities animals use to learn about the world around them! 

Among the Minnesota creatures with extraordinary sensory powers are (clockwise 
from top left) the black bear, the common green darner dragonfy, the gray treefrog, 
the common eastern bumble bee, and the timber rattlesnake. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: MICHAEL FURTMAN, ALLEN BLAKE SHELDON, RICHARD HAMILTON SMITH, ALAN OLANDER, ALLEN BLAKE SHELDON 
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9. True or false: a zebra spider is an animal

10. Match the super sense with the animal(s) that use it.
Can smell food a mile away    bobcat
Has eyes that seem to glow in the dark  timber rattlesnake
Can see front and back at the same time  common green darner
Uses polarized light to tell direction   black bear
Senses heat given off by prey    pavement ant

11. How does sound help a bat find insects to eat?

12. Which sense do Eimer’s organs use?
a. Sight
b. Smell 
c. Hearing 
d. Touch 
e. Taste

13. Challenge question: The 20 animals featured in this story are 
grouped into categories based on the type of exceptional sense 
they have. Think of another way to categorize them and divide 
them up according to your scheme.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. True or false: a bobcat’s eyes give off light in the dark.

2. Which part of the eye turns light into nerve signals?

3. Which part of the nose turns scents into nerve signals?

4. According to the story, which of these travel in waves?
a. Sound
b. Light
c. Odors
d. A & B
e. All of the above

5. Name three animals from the story that eat insects.

6. How do feathers help a barred owl hear?



Vocabulary 
carcass – dead animal
denizen – one who hangs out in a particular spot
membrane – a thin layer of material
murky – hard to see through
nasal – related to the nose
perceives – becomes aware of
sonar – a system for detecting objects that relies on sound waves bouncing off of them
voracious – very hungry
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