
to “A Slippery Mystery”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 
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“A Slippery Mystery” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. How does the American eel connect Minnesota with the ocean? 

2. What organs does an eel use to take up oxygen? Circle all correct 
answers.
a) Lungs
b) Gills
c) Kidneys
d) Skin
E) Heart
  
3. True or false: Eels are active mainly during the day? 

4. Where do most Minnesota eels spend their lives? Put the 
following in order from the day they hatch to the day they 
produce their own young. Note that some of the options may be 
used more than once!
Gulf of Mexico
Sargasso Sea
Other Minnesota rivers
Atlantic Ocean outside the Sargasso Sea
Mississippi River

5. What eats eels?

6. How does producing electricity harm eels?

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


a) it allows it to see dead things far away
b) it helps it see in the dark
c) it helps it build its web
d) it helps it pounce just the right distance to capture prey

7. What five kinds of animals does the story tell us use Sargasso 
Sea seaweed for food or shelter?

8. What are the four life stages of an eel, from youngest to 
oldest? 
Larva, elver, glass  eel, adult
Elver, larva, adult, glass eel
Glass eel, larva, elver, adult
Larva, glass eel, elver, adult    

9. How long do adult eels live in Minnesota?

10. How do eels help keep Minnesota’s lakes and rivers clean?

11. True or false: There are no male American eels in Minnesota?

12. A single female eel can lay up to how many eggs?
a. 20
b. 2 million
c. 20 million
d. 200 million

13. Challenge question: Most eels found in Minnesota arrive via 
the Mississippi River. What is the other way some eels get here?

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. What two things cover an eel’s skin?

2. Name three adaptations that help an eel swim.

3. True or false: Male eels are bigger than female eels.

4. How does an eel’s color change help protect it?



5. Which of these borders the Sargasso Sea?
a. The Gulf of Mexico
b. ocean currents
c. Denmark
d. Minnesota
e. a, c, and d 

Vocabulary 
canal – an artificial waterway connecting two other bodies of water
debris – garbage
epic – amazing
inland – not by a body of water
inlet – a small outpouching of a water body
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