
to “Lost Thunder”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2026, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“Lost Thunder” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, March-April 2026, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

	1. Which of the following is not true about the passenger pigeon?
a. They are a domestic bird.
b. They are completely gone
c. They used to be plentiful
d. They are a keystone species

2. The passenger pigeon’s name comes from what characteristic.” 
a. Its long tail and wings
b. Its French ancestry
c. Its migration patterns
d. Its ability to swerve and dive as it flies
		
3. True or false:  While there are no more passenger pigeons in the 
wild, people can still see passenger pigeons in zoos.

4.	 Besides the passenger pigeon, what is another example of a 
keystone species that is mentioned in the story?  
a.	 Woolly mammoth
b. 	Bison
c.	 Domestic pigeon
d.	 Trumpeter swan

5. 	In the story, Food from the Forest, what alerted the sisters to 
the passenger pigeons’ arrival?
a. Smoke and sparks popping from the fire

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


b.	 The sound of loud wind
c.	 The sight of pigeons racing across the sky under the tree canopy 
d. 	Several pigeons dropping down from the sky

6. What is one detail from the story that supports the inference 
that Chaske and Mazokiyewin’s family may have had some contact 
with European settlers? 

7. Based on story details, two of the stories take place during 
Spring.  Which story is set during Autumn?
a.	 A Sister’s Gift
b.	 Barrels Full of Birds
c.	 Food from the Forest
d.	 None (all three take place in the Spring)
	
8. In Barrels Full of Birds, the farmers’ reactions to the flocks 
of passenger pigeons (whether they would be happy or not happy 
to see them) are based on what? 

9. 	Which of the following is an example of an animal species 
whose population was threatened by human activities, but 
recovered?
a.	 Bison
b.	 Trumpeter swans
c. 	Canada geese
d.	 All of the above

10. What is the author referencing by using the word “thunder” 
in the story title and again at the end of the story? 
a.	 Their epic migration and their ability to swerve and dive as they fly
b.	 The loud sounds and darkening of the sky as passenger pigeons passed overhead, as 
well as the impact they had on the landscape as a keystone species
c.	 Their exploitation by market hunters and eventual extinction
d.	 The guano that fertilized new plant growth within the deciduous forests of eastern 
North America

Challenge question:
The three stories within Lost Thunder bring to life the declining 
numbers of passenger pigeons – from clouds that darkened the 
sky to fewer and fewer flocks and eventually extinction.  What 
do you think the author is trying to teach us through the three 
stories within Lost Thunder?   



Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. 	Which of the following story details is evidence of the 
passenger pigeon’s role as a keystone species of the deciduous 
forest?”
a. Early settlers from Europe saw how numerous they were
b. Fossilized remains suggest they lived at the same time as the woolly mammoths
c. They ate massive amounts of acorns, chestnuts, and beech nuts
d. Their long tail and wings give them the strength they need for migration.

2. Which of the following would be considered a main idea from 
the story? 
a.	 We don’t know a lot about the passenger pigeon because the last one died over a 100 
years ago.
b.	 While humans are to blame for the extinction of the passenger pigeon, we can learn 
from what happened and take steps today to help protect other species from going 
extinct.
c.	 Passenger pigeons were a very important food source for Indigenous peoples many 
years ago, and also for the early settlers from Europe.
d.	 Because the passenger pigeon is extinct, we can’t learn too much about them, but we 
can use our imaginations to remember them.

3. On the second page of the story, in the section “A Dramatic 
Loss,” the author’s word choices give us clues as to how he feels 
about the extinction of the passenger pigeon.  Which of the 
following can we infer from these word choices?
a. The author feels that the extinction of the passenger pigeon is really unfortunate, since 
its loss has had such an impact on Minnesota and could have been prevented. 
b. The author isn’t upset that the passenger pigeon is gone because we can still picture 
them in our imaginations
c. The author is very angry about their extinction.
d. The author feels really sorry for the passenger pigeon because they were sold for food.
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